
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Vol. xx.] Notes on Vocalism of Late West Saxon. 175 



V. — Notes on the Vocalism of Late West Saxon. 
By ALBERT S. COOK, 

PROFESSOR IN YALE UNIVERSITY. 

The phonological study of yElfric's Homilies, recently made by 
my friend and pupil, Mr. Frank Fischer, has rendered it somewhat 
easier to survey the vocalism of the most important of Late West 
Saxon authors. As this paper has not been fully published at the 
date of the present writing (it is included in No. 2, Vol. IV of 
the Publications of the Modern Language Association), a synopsis 
of the chief results of the investigation may be welcome. This 
synopsis will accordingly be presented in the most summary form, 
with references, whenever necessary, to the Sievers-Cook Old Eng- 
lish Grammar, second edition. 

1. Where EWS. sometimes has a before /+ cons., ^Elfric always 
has the breaking ea. 

2. Where EWS. fluctuates between a and before nasals (Gr. 65), 
^Elfric always has a. 

3. The umlaut variation in the past participle of certain strong 
verbs (Gr. 50. 2) is not found in ^Elfric. In these cases the vowel 
is always a. 

4. Ecthlipsis of g, with lengthening of the preceding vowel, takes 
place wherever possible before d, S, and n {Gr. 214. 3 and Note 3). 

5. Palatal g shows a similar tendency toward vocalization and 
disappearance in such forms as daeig-, laeig, maeig, mseigS, oeig, 
maeig-, maeiS, seig, weig, seigS. 

6. In ^Elfric there are no ie, ie, to, io, oe, &. 

7. In 25 words of the Homilies, Vol. 1, i occurs for^, the /-umlaut 
of u, chiefly before palatals and nasal combinations. In 9 stems 
i occurs forj!, the Aumlaut oiti. 

8. EWS. ie (from various sources) is represented in yElfric now 
by i, now by^, with a decided preponderance in favor of_j>. Excep- 
tional are cwelm- 72. 11, eltsta 24. 7, gerela 296. 4, gest- 30. 14, 
-welm 382. 13. 

9. EWS. ie is similarly represented by I and y, with a like pre- 
ponderance in favor of y. Exceptions are few in favor of <?', 6 in all. 
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10. Palatal umlaut is common, but that by a preceding palatal 
has been noted only in the word seep, for sceap. 

11. The influence of w upon following eo, io is noticeable, pro- 
ducing u, y. 

12. ^/-umlaut fails to occur in metod, werod. 

13. Secondary lengthening of all the vowels is frequent, if Thorpe's 
edition is to be trusted. 

14. Peculiar or exceptional forms are : naecednysse 392. 8; 
lichomlice 142. 7, daeghwomlice 408. 6, ungesome 478. 25, womm 
236. 31; ardlice 78. 19; galdrum 474. 21; gewarnast 6. 28; 
ymesene 418. 22; embe 36. 10, ymbrene (for -ryne) 102. 27; fir 
132. 25 ; hreaw 380. 34; sinu (sina) 236. 21 ; cynnestran 352. 27, 
understynt 158. 35 ; bewypS 84. 29 ; waelhreaw 606. 1 ; always 
hrafte, never hraeSe. Besides, there is a large number of more or 
less completely Anglicized Latin words, of which aspide 486. 35, 
Chaldeisc 570. 10, manna 76. 16, cherubim 10. 14, Ebreisc 24. 11, 
Perscisc 518. 17, Medas 454. 12, Judeisc 48. 19, cyrographum 300. 5 
are not found in the index to Pogatscher's Lautlehre der Griechi- 
schen, Lateinischen und Romanischen Lehnworte im Altenglischen 
(Strassburg and London, 1888). 

Many other interesting particulars, together with the full proof of 
the statements here made, may be found in the monograph itself, 
which is therefore heartily recommended to professional students of 
Old English. 



